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OUTLINE

1. Basic Set of Environment Statistics (BSES) and BSES manual
2. Update needs for BSES 
3. National Action Plans (NAP) 
4. Environment Statistics Self-Assessment Tool (ESSAT)
5. SDG indicators + Basic Set (FDES) matrix
6. Reporting templates
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Basic Set of Environment Statistics

• BSES is available in all UN official languages: 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/basicset.cshtml

• All statistical tables from chapter 3 included, on 44 pages document
• From Basic set to core set in chapter 4 

• generating national sets or databases of environment 
statistics.

• reporting on environment (MEAs) or sustainable 
development (SDGs).

• calculating environmental indicators.
• generating environmental-economic accounts.

Number 
of 

Statistics
Component 1 Component 2 Component 3 Component 4 Component 5 Component 6 Total

Tier 1 32 30 19 4 12 3 100
Tier 2 58 51 34 11 22 24 200
Tier 3 51 43 5 16 20 23 158
Total 141 124 58 31 54 50 458

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/basicset.cshtml
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Manual on the Basic Set of Environment Statistics
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/manual_bses.cshtml

Includes: definitions, classifications, statistical methods for collection and/or 
compilation, dissemination and main uses of the sets of the respective 
environment statistics.
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BSES updates
Compiled on GHGs, disasters and marine water quality
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BSES manual completion (1)

Complete
Draft under review
Not started
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BSES manual completion (2)

Complete
Draft under review
Not started
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Environment Statistics Self-Assessment Tool

• Introduction 
 
  English  Arabic*  Chinese*  French*  Portuguese* new   Russian*  Spanish* 
 
 

• Part I: Institutional Dimension of Environment Statistics 
 
  English  Arabic*  Chinese*  French*  Portuguese* new   Russian*  Spanish* 
 
 

• Part II: Statistics Level Assessment 
 
English  excel  pdf, Arabic*  excel  pdf, Chinese*  excel  pdf, 
 
French*  excel  pdf, Portuguese*  excel  pdf, Russian*  excel  pdf, 
 
Spanish*  excel  pdf 
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ESSAT Part II
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ESSAT Reporting templates 

1.0 Purpose
2.0 Rationale
3.0 Environment Policies
4.0 Collaboration and Institutional Structures
Legal Framework
National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) or Sector Strategic 
Plan for Environment Statistics (SSPES)
Coordination within the National Statistical System/Cooperation
6.0 Stakeholders and FDES Topics
7.0 Summary of available environment statistics
8.0 Data Overlaps and Data Gaps
9.0 Priority future activities to improve environment statistics
Annexes
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National Action Plans

1.0 Background and justification
1.1 Justification
1.2 National and international environment policies
1.3 Other related initiatives

2.0 Objective of the national plan
3.0 Stakeholders
4.0 Environment Statistics Self-Assessment (ESSAT) Summary

4.1 Data summary
4.2 Institutional needs
4.3 Organisational needs

5.0 Outputs and activities
5.1 Impact
5.2 Outcome
5.3 Outputs and activities

Objective 1.0: Inter-institutional collaboration: Improve collaboration, coordination and awareness of key players 
across all stages of statistical production and dissemination
Objective 2.0: Methodological development and dissemination of know-how
Objective 3.0: Capacity building and technical assistance
Objective 4.0: Investing in physical infrastructure
Objective 5.0: Human resource development and management
Objective 6.0: Networking
Objective 7.0: Resource mobilization and advocacy
6.0 Workplan
7.0 Overall budget
8.0 Next Steps
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SDG indicators + Basic Set (FDES) matrix

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/SDGsInd_BasicSetMatrix.pdf

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/SDGsInd_BasicSetMatrix.pdf
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Other matrices 
https://www.oceanaccounts.org/technical-guidance-on-ocean-accounting-2/

https://www.oceanaccounts.org/technical-guidance-on-ocean-accounting-2/
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Concluding remarks
On completion of the manual and updating the BSES: 

1. Some topics are challenging to complete because of very dynamic developments
• Disasters: Hazard Definition Classification Review has been launched, 

https://www.undrr.org/publication/hazard-definition-and-classification-review

2. BSES updates are compiled on:
• Disasters, 
• GHGs, 
• Marine water quality, 
• possibly needed on Env. Health,
• Minor updates already included in the manual (on crops and livestock), mostly reflecting 

on new guidance.

3. Other topics are hard to address in statistics, e.g. mainly in component six. Geology and 
geographic information includes statistics which hardly change. 

On revising the ESSAT and NAP templates:

• Need further review of national examples of ESSAT and NAP applications
• Need to improve the ability to communicate the important outcomes

https://www.undrr.org/publication/hazard-definition-and-classification-review
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